86           PERSONALITY OF THE PRESCHOOL CHILD
As one of a minority group, he makes friends with another minority
group, the animals; and, knowing that animals may be dangerous
and aggressive, he has in them a mighty ally against hostile adults.
Thus Steve tells the observer:
STEVE: "At home we have elephants and two baby calves and a
father bull and nineteen baby bulls and kangaroos and lierns
[lions] to hurt everybody over here, and goats that would bite
everybody . . . and another awful thing ... a terrible thing
that doesn't like anything but teachers and me, and just hates
everybody and climb on top of the nursery school and break
all the windows and eat everybody in the nursery school. The
animals don't like anybody but me, I feed them grain. But one
thing doesn't like even me. It's an old burglar; a police dog
who always wears a hat. The police dog doesn't like anybody,
even me. I ought to give him away to a policeman."
In order to become familiar with his allies, the child imitates
their customs. Since the young child is in a continuous state of
metamorphosis, the sudden change of his identification is very char-
acteristic. In the following we give some records of animal play
(V.C.):
WALTER (on the climbing apparatus): "I'm a monkey climbing up.35
OBSERVER: "What does the monkey do when he gets to the top?"
WALTER: "This is a coconut tree. The monkey picks a coconut and
throws it down. See! [He picks an imaginary nut and drops it,
then points to where it has landed. He picks another coconut
and drops it also. This action is repeated several times while
he talks to himself.] The monkey picks another coconut. It
makes a noise when it drops. [Ira joins him.] The monkey
drops the coconuts into the farmer's truck down there. Do you
see it? The farmer feels the coconuts. Monkeys won't eat
coconuts. They eat peanuts. This is a peanut vine. [He con-
tinues climbing. At the top:] I am a cow in the sky. You are
a coWj Ira.'7
; "We are two cows."
: "Moo moo? I am chasing the chickens."
: "Where are you chasing the chickens, Walter ?"
(pointing across the road): "Can't you see them over
there?   [Ira crawls down to help chase the chickens away.]
The cMdteiis are all gone. Now the cows can go back/3
(Bea comes over to Join them.)